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Museum Information
Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (last entry at 4:30 p.m.)
Closed: Mondays,* Dec. 29 to Jan. 3,
and while exhibitions are being changed
*Open if Monday is a national holiday, then closed
the following weekday
Admission: Adults ¥200 (¥100)
Children 16—18 ¥100 (¥50)
Children 15 and under free
« Prices shown in parentheses are for groups of 20 or more.
« Separate admission fees required for special exhibits.
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Access
« By Train: 1 min. walk from the south exit of Matto Sta. on IR Ishikawa Railway
(10 min. from Kanazawa Sta. or 20 min. from Komatsu Sta.)
Tokyo to Kanazawa: 2 hr., 30 min. ride via the Kagayaki train on the Hokuriku Shinkansen
Osaka to Komatsu: 2 hr., 30 min. ride via the Thunderbird Limited Express and Hokuriku Shinkansen
(transfer at Tsuruga Sta.)
Nagoya to Komatsu: 2 hr., 30 min. ride via the Shirasagi Limited Express and Hokuriku Shinkansen
(transfer at Tsuruga Sta.)
By Air: Take a taxi or bus from Komatsu Airport to Komatsu Sta. on IR Ishikawa Railway,
then take a train to Matto Sta.
+ By Car: 10 min. drive from Hakusan IC on the Hokuriku Expressway; free parking available (8 spaces)
« By Bus: Take a Hokutetsu Bus bound for Matto, then get off at Matto bus stop and walk 3 min.
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https://www.hakusan-museum.jp/nakagawakinen

March 2025 revision

ek ) —BGEE 235 8E

NAKAGAWA
Kazumasa

Memorial Museum of Art, Matto Hakusan

a7 e Pl — B E RIE
e aaE P — B s £

Roses, 1988. Qil on canvas. 90.5X60.5cm
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Abridged Personal History of
NAKAGAWA Kazumasa

1893 — Born in Hongo, Tokyo (now Bunkyo Ward) on February 14. His father,
Masatomo, was a swordsmith from Kanazawa, and mother, Suwa, was
from a farming family in what is now Matto, Hakusan City. His mother and
his older sister died when he was very young. His love for literature,
particularly tanka and other poetry, began during his teenage years.

1914 (21y.0.) — Awarded a prize for his maiden work, an oil painting titled
Sakagura (“Japanese Sake Storehouse”). Inspired by artists like
Vincent van Gogh, Paul Cézanne, and KISHIDA Ryusei, he
began his journey as a painter.

1921 (28y.0.) — Awarded the Nika Prize at the 8th Nika Exhibition.

He also published an anthology of poetry, Minarezaru Hito.

1922 (29y.0.) — Helped establish the Shun'yokai alongside ISHII Tsuruzo and
KIMURA Shohachi, and continued to produce works.

1923 (30y.0.) — Married his wife, ITO Nobuko.

1927 (34y.0.) — Began his study of the Chinese classics under a sinologist.

1945 (52y.0.) — End of World War II.

1949 (56y.0.) — Set up a studio in the Manazuru Peninsula of Kanagawa
Prefecture, where he painted Fukuura Harbor over the course of
some twenty years.

1953 (60y.0.) — Visited France, Italy, and the UK.

1961 (68y.0.) — Provided a waka poem for the imperial court's new year's poetry
reading ceremony.

1967 (74y.0.) — Began his series Mt. Komagatake at Hakone; around this time,
he began his calligraphy work in earnest.

1975 (82y.0.) — Awarded the Order of Culture.

1986 (93y.0.) — The NAKAGAWA Kazumasa Memorial Museum of Art was
opened in Hakusan City, Ishikawa Prefecture.

1989 (96y.0.) — The Nakagawa Kazumasa Art Museum was opened in Manazuru
Town, Kanagawa Prefecture.

1990 (97y.0.) — His work was featured alongside that of OKUMURA Togyu at the
Exposition de Deux Maitres de la Peinture Japonaise
Contemporaine exhibition held at the Carnavalet Museum in Paris.

1991 — Died at the age of 97 on February 5. His remains rest at Zoshigaya

Cemetery in Ikebukuro, Tokyo.
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“The touch breathes.
That's the mark of a good painting.”
—NAKAGAWA Kazumasa

NAKAGAWA Kazumasa had a unique artistic style not based on academic
techniques, inspired by artists like Vincent van Gogh and Paul Cézanne, and
developed through self-study. His early works had a sketch-like touch, rich in
poetic sentiment, but as time went on, his style gradually evolved toward
subjective, colorful expression reminiscent of Fauvism.

To Kazumasa, the most important part of painting was expressing movement
through the artist's touch. However, he did not limit this notion of “movement”
to physical motion. Rather, he also included the artist's own mental state, in
the sense of “emotionally moving.” He created his own unique world within
the art circles of modern Japan through the heavy touch seen in his
paintings, bursting with vitality from his thick application of oil paints.

At the same time, he also worked with a unique technique called gansai,
which made use of both black ink and Japanese mineral pigments, in
addition to his work with ceramics, as well as calligraphy work freed from the
constraints of convention. He also worked in illustration and book cover
design, and wrote waka and other types of poems, as well as essays — his
artistic endeavors covered a remarkably broad spectrum. Even at the time of

his death, at the age of 97, his lifelong creative passion had never faded; his
\anistic fearlessness remains inspirational to this day.
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1 Mt. Komagatake, 1975. Oil on canvas. 130X162cm

2 Shounenba (“The moment of truth”), 1989. Ink on paper. 85.0X30.5cm

3 Sea bream Taiki bansei (“Great talents mature late”), 1977.
Gansai (mineral pigments) on paper. 42.0X66.5cm

4 Plate, named Ware wa Deku nari (“| am a wooden puppet”), 1985.
35cm diameterx2cm thick

5 Sunflowers and Spanish Vases, 1978. Qil on canvas. 60.6X72.7cm

6 Roses in a Majolica Vase, 1976. Qil on canvas. 72.7xX53.0cm
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3 (#9- k2R RX ) «Sea breamTaikibanseiy (K 2&RE R ) 1977 £ £ 5 / 4k 42.0X66.5cm

4 (FEEMHERER) «Plate.named Ware wa Deku nariy (A @) 19855 p35XH2em

5 (m BZES5EPEF L) «<Sunflowers and Spanish Vases» 19784 i5 / jHiE 60.6X72.7 cm
6 (DY REFEEHHER)Roses in a Majolica Vase» 19764 % / i\ 72.7X53.0cm
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